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Completed in 1824, three years before the composer's death, Beethoven's Ninth Symphony

occupies a special place at the summit of Classical literature â€” the peak of Beethoven's orchestral

output and, for generations of composers, the supreme model of extended symphonic form. The

finale is in itself unique in the orchestral repertory of its time, bringing the power of poetry and song

to the symphonic fabric: Beethoven's dramatic choral setting of Schiller's Ode and die Freude â€” his

"Ode to Joy."The work is reproduced here from the authoritative Litolff edition and appears in full

score with bar-numbered movements for easy reference. Ideal for study in the classroom, at home,

or in the concert hall, this affordable, high-quality, conveniently sized volume will be the edition of

choice for music students and music lovers alike.
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The real flaw with this edition is the ridiculously small size that attempts to encompass a large

symphony orchestra, solo quartet and choir. The result is almost complete illegibility. The notes tend

to run into each other most of the time, and you would need a magnifying glass to properly study the

score. My personal advice is to go for the full size version, despite the additional expense. At least,

you can get to READ the notes in the score!! (The two stars are for the admirable translation of the

Schiller poem "Ode to Joy" and explanation of the evolution of the recitative preceeding it in the

introduction)



Came quickly and is easy to read. I do not agree that this pocket version is too small, it is no

different than any other pocket score.
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